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Glasgow. Rosanna Nixon

7KH�ÁDW�LQ�.LQJVERURXJK�*DUGHQV��HPSW\��VHHPHG�WZLFH�WKH�
VL]H�LW�KDG�EHIRUH��,W�KDG�DOZD\V�EHHQ�IDU�WRR�ELJ�IRU�RQH�²�
ELJ�HQRXJK��KHU�PXP�DQG�GDG�KDG�RIWHQ�KLQWHG�KRSHIXOO\��
WR�¶*HW�PDUULHG�LQWR��KHQ«·�5RVDQQD�VLJKHG��)DW�FKDQFH�RI�
WKDW�QRZ��WKHQ��6KH�ZDV�QHDUO\�WZHQW\�QLQH��6KH·G�KDG�WZR�
ORYH�DIIDLUV��D�SDOWU\�WZR��DQG�ERWK�KDG�HQGHG�LQ�IDLOXUH��6KH�
VLJKHG�DJDLQ��+HU�IDLOXUH��VKH�VXSSRVHG��6KH�ZDVQ·W�FXW�RXW�
IRU�VWDQGLQJ�E\�KHU�PDQ�

6KH·G�EHHQ�LQ�WKH�ÁDW�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��WKRXJK��DQG�KDG�
EHHQ�FRPPLWWHG�WR�WKDW��XQGRXEWHGO\��,W�ZDV�LQ�+\QGODQG��
JUDWLI\LQJO\�SRVK�IRU�KHU�SDUHQWV��ZKR�KDG�UDLVHG�KHU�LQ�
0LOQJDYLH��,W�KDG�D�VPDOO�SULYDWH�JDUGHQ�²�QR�GUXQNV��
QR�GUXJJLHV��QR�VKDJJLQJ�RQ�WKH�KDOORZHG�JUDVV�²�DQG�D�
UHVLGHQWV·�FRPPLWWHH�ZKR�ZDWFKHG�RYHU�LW�ZLWK�HDJOH�H\HV��
<RX�ZHUH�DOORZHG�WR�XVH�LW�RQ�D�6XQGD\��WKH\�ZHUHQ·W�:HH�
)UHH�IRU�JRRGQHVV·�VDNH��EXW�WKH\·G�DOZD\V�YLHZHG�5RVDQQD�
ZLWK�D�FHUWDLQ�VXVSLFLRQ��$�ORQH�\RXQJ�ZRPDQ��D�MRXUQDOLVW�
WR�ERRW��$QG�RQH�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�VHHQ�WR�KDYH�QLJKW�YLVLWRUV��
1LJKW�YLVLWRUV�RI�D�FHUWDLQ�VH[�

1RW�PDQ\��WKRXJK��DQG�IRU�WKH�ODVW�PRQWK�RU�WZR��QR�
RQH�DW�DOO��,Q�IDFW��KHU�PRYHPHQWV�KDG�EHHQ�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�D�
P\VWHU\�IRU�D�JRRG�ORQJ�ZKLOH�VLQFH�VKH·G�EHHQ�UXPRXUHG�
WR�KDYH�VKLIWHG�KHU�ZRUNLQJ�RSHUDWLRQ�GRZQ�WR�/RQGRQ��
:KHUH�VKH�KDG�D�PDQ��DQ�ROGHU�PDQ��ZKR�KDG�RQO\�WXUQHG�



XS�RQFH�RU�WZLFH�LQ�+\QGODQG�DQG�KDG�EHHQ��TXLWH�IUDQNO\«
GLVDSSRLQWLQJ�

6WDQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�EDUUHQ��DEDQGRQHG�URRP��5RVDQQD�IHOW�D�
ZDYH�RI�PLVHU\�VZHHS�RYHU�KHU��0LVHU\�DQG�IHDU��LQ�DOPRVW�
HTXDO�PHDVXUH��7KH�SROLVKHG�ZRRGHQ�ÁRRU�ZDV�EOHDN�ZLWK�
GXVW�DQG�VFUDSV��WKH�SLOHV�RI�QR�ORQJHU�ZDQWHG�ERRNV�LQ�
XQWLG\��DFFXVDWRU\�KHDSV��7KHUH�ZDV�RQO\�KHU�PDWWUHVV�QRZ��
DQG�WKDW�ZRXOG�JR�WRPRUURZ��RU�EH�DEDQGRQHG�WR�WKH�GXPS��
7KH�QHZ�WHQDQWV�GLG�QRW�FDUH��WKH\�VDLG��7KH\�GLG�QRW�HYHQ�
FDUH�LI�VKH�OHIW�LW�LQ�D�PHVV��-XVW�VR�WKDW�VKH�ZHQW��DQG�WKH\�
FRXOG�FUDQN�WKHLU�RZQ�OLYHV�XS��LQ�WKH�VSDFH�VR�ORQJ�KHU�
RZQ�

,·YH�JRW�QRZKHUH�WR�JR��VKH�WKRXJKW��SDWKHWLFDOO\��1RW�
HYHQ�$QGUHZ·V�JURWW\�KROH�LQ�6WRNH�1HZLQJWRQ�DQ\�PRUH��
,I�,�WXUQHG�XS�WKHUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�EHG��KH�ZRXOGQ·W�ZDQW�
PH�LQ�LW��RU�HYHQ�ZRUVH��KH�ZRXOG��+H·G�ZDQW�PH�LQ�LW��DQG�
,·G�ZDQW�WR�EH�LQ�LW��DQG�WKH�ZKROH�EXVLQHVV�ZRXOG�VWDUW�XS�
DJDLQ��%XW�,�FDQ·W�VWDQG�LW��,�FDQ·W�VWDQG�WKH�PHVV��WKH�VWUDLQ��
DQG�DQ\ZD\�LW·V�DOO�ZURQJ��$QGUHZ�DOZD\V�VDLG�VR��DQG�
$QGUHZ�ZDV�DOZD\V�ULJKW��+H�VDLG�VR�WR�FXW�WKH�QRVH�RII�KLV�
RZQ�IDFH��EXW�LW�ZDV�P\�GHFLVLRQ�LQ�WKH�HQG��,�ORYHG�KLP�EXW�
,�KDG�WR�JR�

)RU�D�PRPHQW��5RVDQQD�WKRXJKW�VKH�PLJKW�FU\��DQG�WKHQ�
VKH�PDGH�D�UDXFRXV��VFUDWFKLQJ�QRLVH�GHHS�LQ�KHU�WKURDW�

<RX�EORRG\�GDUH��\RX�GZHHE��VKH�VDLG��\RX�EORRG\�GDUH��
<RX�FU\�IRU�QR�PDQ��OHDVW�RI�DOO�WKDW�VFUXII\�OXQDWLF��+H·OO�EH�
RII�ZLWK�VRPH�RWKHU�QRZ��KH·OO�KDYH�IRUJRWWHQ�\RX�H[LVW��7KH�
QRLVH�EHFDPH�D�KRDUVH�EDUN�RI�D�ODXJK�

¶+H·OO�EH�GRZQ�WKH�SXE�·�VKH�VDLG��DORXG��¶+H·OO�EH�GRZQ�
WKH�3ULQFHVV�/RXLVH�VZLOOLQJ�SLQWV�·

7KDW�EURXJKW�KHU�XS��WKRXJK��,I�KH�ZDV�LQ�WKH�3ULQFHVV�
/RXLVH�KH·G�EH�VZLOOLQJ�XQKDSSLO\��EHFDXVH�3HWHU�-DFNVRQ�
ZDV�ORQJ�JRQH��GHDG�DQG�EXULHG��DQG�3HWHU�ZDV�KLV�PDQ�IRU�
WKDW�SXE��WKH\·G�PHW�WKHUH�DOPRVW�HYHU\�GD\��$QGUHZ�KDG�



VDLG�KH·G�QHYHU�JR�DJDLQ�WLOO�KH�IRXQG�RXW�ZKR�KDG�NLOOHG�
KLP��$\H��VKH�WKRXJKW��$\H��ULJKW�

7KHQ�KHU�SKRQH�UDQJ��DQG�5RVDQQD�GUDJJHG�LW�JODGO\�
IURP�KHU�SRFNHW��,W�KDGQ·W�UXQJ�LQ�DJHV��DOWKRXJK�LW�VKRXOG�
KDYH�GRQH��$QG�LW�ZDV�WKH�YRLFH�VKH�ZDQWHG�WR�KHDU��DV�ZHOO��
7KH�OLIHOLQH�WR�D�QHZ�FDUHHU��7KH�OHDG�LQ�WR�VRPH�WRS�FODVV�
LQWHUYLHZV��VRPH�LQ�GHSWK�KHDY\�VWXII��7KLV�RQH��VKH�KRSHG��
WKH�6XQGD\�7LPHV�

Outside Basingstoke. Joseph Benson

/LNH�DOO�KLV�EXVLQHVV�FDOOV��-RH�WRRN�WKLV�RQH�RQ�KLV�PRELOH��
+H�ZDV�VLWWLQJ�LQ�KLV�FDU�LQ�WKH�VXQVKLQH��EXW�KH�ZDV�JR�
LQJ�QRZKHUH��+H�WUXVWHG�QRERG\��DQG�KH�WUXVWHG�PRELOHV�
HYHQ�OHVV��%XW�KH�DOZD\V�WRRN�HODERUDWH�SUHFDXWLRQV�QRW�WR�
EH�WUDFNHG�GRZQ��DQG�KH�ZDV�FRQÀGHQW�KH�ZDV�RQH�MXPS�
DKHDG��$KHDG�RI�DQ\RQH��DKHDG�RI�DQ\�JDPH�

¶,I�,·YH�JRW�D�PRWWR�·�KH�ZRXOG�WHOO�KLV�VROGLHUV��¶³DQG�
,�DLQ·W��PDUN�\RX��%XW�LI�,�KDG��WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�LW��1R�QDPHV�
QR�SDFNGULOO��VHH"�'RQ·W�WUXVW�QR�RQH��QRW�HYHQ�\RXU�RZQ�
PRWKHU��*RRG�JHQHUDO��PH��,·OO�VHH�\RX�ULJKW�·

6ROGLHUV��WKDW·V�ZKDW�WRS�PHQ�FDOOHG�WKHLU�VNLYYLHV��7KH\�
ZHUH�KLV�VROGLHUV��KH�ZDV�WKHLU�JHQHUDO��+H�KDG�WZR�VROGLHUV�
QRZ��0DF��DQG�%DJJLH�WKH�QHZ�ER\��+H�ZDV�D�YHU\�OLNHO\�
ODG��WKH�QHZ�ER\��D�EORRG\�ORYHO\�ÀQG��%HWZHHQ�WKHP�WKH\�
FRXOG�GR�VRPH�ORYHO\�EXVLQHVV��7KH\·G�EH�TXLGV�LQ�

7KH�PDQ�RQ�WKH�PRELOH�KDG�D�SRVK�YRLFH��DQG�LW�ZDV�
DOO�-RH�FRXOG�GR�WR�NHHS�KLV�RZQ�IURP�FKDQJLQJ��7KDW�ZDV�
QDWXUDO�KH�NQHZ��EXW�KH�VWLOO�KDWHG�LW��+H�ZDV�DV�JRRG�DV�
DQ\RQH��ZKHQ�SXVK�FDPH�WR�VKRYH��5LFK�EDVWDUGV�ZHUH�QRW�



VXSHULRU��WKH\�ZHUH�MXVW�superior��,W�ZDV�SROLWHQHVV��PD\EH��
+H·G�KHDUG�WKLV�YRLFH�EHIRUH�

+H�GLGQ·W�NQRZ�KLP��KH�GLGQ·W�KDYH�D�QDPH��EXW�WKH�PDQ�
NQHZ�KLP�²�RU�RI�KLP�²�DQG�KH·G�FKRVHQ�KLP�RQ�ZKDW�KH·G�
KHDUG��-RH�ZDV�WKH�EHVW��KH�DFWXDOO\�WROG�KLP�WKDW��$�PDQ�KH�
FRXOG�UHO\�RQ�DOO�WKH�ZD\�

$QG�LW�ZDV�D�ORYHO\�MRE��7RS�GROODU��$�KXQGUHG�WKRXVDQG�
LQ�LW��PLQLPXP��WR�GLYY\�XS�ZKLFKHYHU�ZD\�KH�IDQFLHG��LW�
ZDV�GRZQ�WR�KLP�

¶0U�%HQVRQ�·�WKH�YRLFH�KDG�VDLG��¶,�OHDYH�WKH�GHWDLOV�XS�
WR�\RX��,�ZDQW�WKH�EHVW��,�ZDQW�QR�SDUW�LQ�LW��,�ZDQW�QR�FRPH�
EDFN��7KDW�LV�ZK\�,�FDPH�WR�\RX�·

1R�QDPHV�QR�SDFNGULOO��VHH��7KH�ZRUG�LV�JHWWLQJ�URXQG�
7KLV�FDOO��LQ�WKH�VXQVKLQH��ZDV�D�ÀQDO�UXQGRZQ��7KH�

WDUJHWV�ZRXOG�EH�LQ�WKH�KRXVH��DORQH��LQ�WKUHH�GD\V�WLPH��ÀYH�
DW�WKH�PRVW��-XVW�WKH�ROG�PDQ�DQG�KLV�GHFUHSLW�ZLIH��DQG�WKHLU�
GHFUHSLW�OLYHU�LQ��1R�GRJV��QR�QHLJKERXUV��QR�QRV\�EDVWDUGV�
GURSSLQJ�E\�

¶$QG�\RX�NQRZ�WKH�SODFH�·�WKH�SRVK�YRLFH�VDLG��¶<RX·UH�
IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKH�OLH�RI�WKH�ODQG��<RX�NQRZ�H[DFWO\�KRZ�WR�
JHW�WKHUH��GRZQ�DOO�WKRVH�OLWWOH�ODQHV�DQG�E\H�ZD\V��,�QHHG�
WKDW��0U�%HQVRQ��7KDW�LV�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�·

<RX�EHW�\RXU�OLIH�LW�LV��WKRXJKW�-RH��'RZQ�ZKHUH�WKH�
%RQXV�%R\V�OLYH��HYHQ�WKH�ODG\�LQ�WKH�VDWQDY�ZRXOG�KDYH�D�
KHDUW�DWWDFN�WR�ÀQG�LW��,I�\RX�GLGQ·W�NQRZ�LW�OLNH�\RXU�KDQG��
\RX�FRXOG�EH�LQ�WKHUH�IRU�HYHU��\RX�PLJKW�QHYHU�VHH�WKH�OLJKW�
RI�GD\�DJDLQ�

¶,�NQRZ�·�KH�VDLG��+H�DOPRVW�VDLG�¶VLU·��KH�DOPRVW�ELW�KLV�
WRQJXH�RII�WR�VWRS�LW�FRPLQJ�RXW��+H�WULHG�D�ELW�RI�GDULQJ��WR�
VKRZ�KH�ZDV�WKH�ERVV�

¶%HWWHU�WKDQ�\RX�GR��,�EHW�·�KH�VDLG��¶+RZ�ZHOO�GR�\RX�
NQRZ�LW��WKHQ"�$UH�\RX�D«DUH�\RX�D�%RQXV�%R\"·

7KH�PDQ�ODXJKHG�ORXGO\�
¶$K�\RX�KDWH�WKHP�WRR��GR�\RX"·�KH�VDLG��¶,�ZRXOGQ·W�

OLYH�WKHUH�IRU�WHQ�PLOOLRQ��7ZHQW\��7KH\·UH�VFXP��7D[�GRGJ�



LQJ��IDW�FDW�VFXP��<RX�VWLFN�LW�WR�WKHP��0U�%HQVRQ��<RX�JLYH�
WKHP�ZKDW�WKH\�GHVHUYH��+D��$�%RQXV�%R\��,�VKRXOG�GDPQ�
ZHOO�WKLQN�VR�·

7KDW�ZDV�HQRXJK�IRU�-RH�%HQVRQ��7KLV�PDQ�KDWHG�WKHP�
DV�ZHOO��7KLV�PDQ�ZDV�RQ�KLV�VLGH��KLV�DQG�DOO�WKH�SRRU��
GRZQWURGGHQ�EDVWDUGV��-HVXV��KH�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�GR�D�MRE�DOO�
ULJKW�

+H�SXVKHG�RXW�KLV�RZQ�ODXJK��DOWKRXJK�KH�NQHZ�WKH�OLQH�
ZDV�GHDG�

¶,·OO�EH�RQ�D�IXFNLQJ�ERQXV��PDWH�·�KH�VDLG��¶7KLV�MRE·OO�
EH�D�IXFNLQJ�PDVWHUSLHFH�·

Bosham Creek. Thea Hayter

7KHD�+D\WHU�PDGH�WKH�SKRQH�FDOO�IURP�KHU�FDU�DV�ZHOO��
QRW�PDQ\�PLOHV�IURP�ZKHUH�-RH�%HQVRQ�KDG�PDGH�KLV��
6KH�ZDV�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�ZDWHUV�RI�&KLFKHVWHU�KDUERXU�UDFLQJ�
GRZQZDUGV�RQ�WKH�HEE��DQG�VPHOOLQJ�ZLWK�UHOLVK�DV�WKH�PXG�
XQFRYHUHG��$FURVV�WKH�ZDWHU�VKH�FRXOG�VHH�7KH�$QFKRU�
%OHX��ZKLFK�KHU�IDWKHU�3HWHU�)R[WRQ�WKRXJKW�ZDV�D�W\SLFDO�
:HVW�6XVVH[�QDPH��3HWHU�ZDV�D�+DPSVKLUH�PDQ��IURP�MXVW�
GRZQ�WKH�URDG�LQ�+DYDQW��DQG�KDG�EHHQ�EURXJKW�XS�RQ�WKH�
GHURJDWRU\�VRQJ�DERXW�WKHLU�QHLJKERXU�FRXQW\�

6KH�KDG�ÀUVW�KHDUG�LW�DV�D�VPDOO�FKLOG��VL[�RU�VHYHQ��
PD\EH�\RXQJHU��DQG�WKH�ZRUGV�KDG�WKHQ�EHHQ�¶<RX�FDQ�
WHOO�WKHP�DOO�WKDW�WKH\�NQRZ�ÁLS�DOO��LQ�6XVVH[�E\�WKH�VHD�·�
'HVSLWH�KHU�PRWKHU·V�GLVDSSURYDO��VKH·G�RQO\�EHHQ�WZHOYH�RU�
VR�ZKHQ�WKH�UHDO�ZRUGV�KDG�HPHUJHG��DQG�VKH�UHOLVKHG�WKHP�
QRZ�DV�NHHQO\�DV�VKH�VQXIIHG�WKH�JOLWWHULQJ��ZHHG�VWUHZQ�
PXG��6KH�GLGQ·W�UHJLVWHU�WKDW�WKH�ULQJLQJ�WRQH�KDG�VWRSSHG�



¶<RX�FDQ�WHOO�WKHP�DOO�WKDW�WKH\�NQRZ�IX³�2K��,·P�YHU\�
VRUU\��,³·

%XW�WKH�ODXJKWHU�WKDW�FDPH�GRZQ�WKH�SKRQH�ZDV�GH�
OLJKWHG��DQG�LW�LQVWDQWO\�PDGH�XS�7KHD·V�PLQG��,W�ZDV�WKH�
MRXUQDOLVW��WKH�6FRWV�JLUO�WKDW�VKH·G�VSRNHQ�WR��ZKR·G�EHHQ�
WU\LQJ�IRU�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�IRU�GD\V��6XGGHQO\��LW�JHOOHG��6KH·G�
KHDUG�WKH�ZRUGV��WKH�HPEDUUDVVHG�FXW�RII��DQG�VKH�KDG�
ODXJKHG��7KDW�ZDV�JRRG�HQRXJK�IRU�7KHD��$�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�

¶2K�·�5RVDQQD�1L[RQ�ZDV�VD\LQJ��6KH�ZDV�ÁXVWHUHG��
WU\LQJ�WR�URZ�EDFN��¶/RRN��LV�LW�D�EDG�WLPH"�,�PHDQ«·

1RZ�LW�ZDV�7KHD·V�WXUQ�WR�ODXJK��6KH�KDWHG�LQWHUYLHZV��
HYHQ�VSHFLDO�FRORXU�VXSS�W\SH�LQWHUYLHZV��DQG�PRVW�RI�DOO�
VKH�GLGQ·W�OLNH�SXVK\�MRXUQDOLVWV�ZLWK�WKHLU�VWDQGDUG�2[�
EULGJH�DFFHQWV��7KLV�DFFHQW�ZDV�6FRWWLVK��7KLV�DFFHQW�7KHD�
+D\WHU�ZDV�VXUH�WKDW�VKH�FRXOG�OLYH�ZLWK�

¶%XW�,�FDOOHG�you�·�VKH�VDLG��¶,�ZDV�MXVW�VLQJLQJ�D�IDPLO\�
VRQJ��,�DP�IURP�6XVVH[��VR�,�ZDVQ·W�HYHQ�EHLQJ�UDFLVW��$QG�
WKH�DQVZHU·V�\HV�·

7KHUH�ZDV�D�SX]]OHG�VLOHQFH�
¶,V�WKDW�7KHD�+D\WHU"�,W·V�5RVDQQD�KHUH��5RVDQQD�1L[RQ��

2I³·
¶<HV��RI�WKH�6XQGD\�7LPHV��<RX�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ�LI�,·OO�OHW�

\RX�GR�WKDW�LQWHUYLHZ��DQG�WKH�DQVZHU·V�\HV��,·P�GRZQ�LQ�
6XVVH[�IRU�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�GD\V��DW�0XP�DQG�'DG·V��$�FHOHEUD�
WLRQ�DW�WKH�ZHHNHQG��6XUSULVH��,V�WKHUH�DQ\�FKDQFH�WKDW�\RX�
FDQ�GR�LW�KHUH"·

5RVDQQD·V�KHDUW�ZDV�VZRRSLQJ��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�ELJ�RQH��
7KHD�+D\WHU�ZDV�WRPRUURZ·V�ZRUOG�WRGD\��7KH�JLJ�ZDV�LQ�
WKH�EDJ��DQG�LI�WKH�6XQGD\�7LPHV�ZRXOGQ·W�WDNH�LW��D�GR]HQ�
JORVV\�VW\OH�PDJV�ZRXOG��7KH\�PLJKW�HYHQ�SD\�EHWWHU��VKH·G�
KDYH�WR�FKHFN��

¶<HV��,·P�VXUH�,�FDQ��2K��WKDW·V�PDUYHOORXV��%XW�,�GRQ·W�
ZRUN�IRU�WKH�6XQGD\�7LPHV�H[FOXVLYHO\��7KH\·OO�EH�P\�ÀUVW�
SLWFK��EXW�GRHV�LW�PDWWHU�LI�LW·V�VRPHRQH�HOVH"�7KH\·OO�EH�ELJ��
GRQ·W�ZRUU\��,W·OO�EH�H[FHOOHQW�SXEOLFLW\�·



¶:HOO��,·YH�QHYHU�EHHQ�D�IDQ�RI�0XUGRFK�·�7KHD�VDLG��¶VR�
,�FRXOGQ·W�JLYH�D�WRVV��TXLWH�IUDQNO\��:KHUH�DUH�\RX�EDVHG"�
:KHUH�FDQ�ZH�PHHW�WR�WDON"·

¶,·P�EDVHG�LQ�6FRWODQG��*ODV³·
¶+HQFH�WKH�DFFHQW��%XW�LVQ·W�WKDW³·
¶1R��GRQ·W�JHW�PH�ZURQJ��,·P�EDVHG�LQ�*ODVJRZ��LQ�WKDW�

WKDW·V�ZKHUH�,�FRPH�IURP��EXW�,·YH�MXVW�VROG�P\�ÁDW��7RGD\��
,·P�PRYLQJ�RXW��,·YH�JRW�D�MRE�ZLWK�WKH�7ULEXQH�JURXS��
&RYHULQJ�D�KXJH�VZDWKH�RI�WKH�VRXWK��,·OO�EH�ZRUNLQJ�RXW�RI�
6RXWKDPSWRQ��PDLQO\��,·P�PRYLQJ�WR�0LOOEURRN��5HQWLQJ�D�
EXQJDORZ�·�

¶%ULOOLDQW��+RZ�ZHOO�GR�\RX�NQRZ�WKH�DUHD"�:H·UH�LQ�
WKH�ZLOG�DQG�ZRROO\�KLQWHUODQG��WKH�FRDVWOLQH�WR�WKH�HDVW�RI�
3RUWVPRXWK��SDVW�/DQJVWRQH�+DUERXU��WKH�&KLFKHVWHU�EDG�
ODQGV��:H·UH�%RQXV�%R\V��LQ�WKH�ORFDO�SDUODQFH��2IIVKRUH�
KHGJHIXQGHUV��0LOOLRQDLUHV·�5RZ�ZLWK�WUHHV�DQG�FRZ�GXQJ�·

+HU�ODXJK�ZDV�LQIHFWLRXV��5RVDQQD�IHOW�OLJKW�KHDGHG��
7KLV�ZRPDQ�FRXOG�OLIW�KHU�VSLULWV��DQG�VKH·G�GDPQ�QHDU�
IRUJRWWHQ�ZKDW�WKDW�IHOW�OLNH�

¶7KDW·V�PDUYHOORXV�·�VKH�VDLG�DJDLQ��¶2K�VRUU\��WKDW·V�VR�
WULWH��,�PHDQ«,�PHDQ��ZKDW·V�D�%RQXV�%R\�ZKHQ�KH·V�DW�
KRPH"·

¶+H·V�QRW�DW�KRPH��DQG�WKDW·V�WKH�SRLQW��$OO�WKHVH�KRXVHV�
DURXQG�PH�QRZ��WKH�RXWVNLUWV�RI�&KLGKDP��%RVKDP��7KRU�
QH\«WKH\·UH�DOO�RZQHG�E\�EDQNHUV�DQG�WKH\·UH�ZRQGHUIXO��
:RQGHUIXO��PDUYHOORXV�²�DQG�HPSW\��7KH\�EX\�WKHP�ZLWK�
WKHLU�HQRUPRXV�ERQXVHV��PRYH�LQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�WURSK\�ZLYHV�
DQG�DQRUH[LF�GDXJKWHUV��GULQN�FRFNWDLOV�ZLWK�WKH�RWKHU�
%RQXV�%R\V�XQWLO�WKH\·UH�SXWULG�ZLWK�ERUHGRP�DQG�DGXOWHU\��
WKHQ�OHDYH�WKHP�WR�WKH�HOHPHQWV��:HOO��WKH�VHFXULW\�ÀUPV�
DQG�RFFDVLRQDO�SROLFH�SDWUROV��7KH�SODFH�LV�OLWWHUHG�ZLWK�
WKHP��,W�VLFNHQV�PH��,I�,�ZDV�ÀYH�\HDUV�\RXQJHU�,·G�VWDUW�D�
VTXDWWHUV·�SDUW\��&XW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ·V�KHDGV�RII�DQG�VWLFN�WKHP�
XS�RQ�VKDUSHQHG�SROHV�·

5RVDQQD��QRW�XQQDWXUDOO\��ZDV�DW�D�ORVV�IRU�ZRUGV�



¶&DOO�\RXUVHOI�D�MRXUQDOLVW"·�7KHD�JDYH�D�ERRP�RI�ODXJK�
WHU��¶$UHQ·W�\RX�JRLQJ�WR�DVN�PH�ZKDW�,·P�GRLQJ�KHUH"�,I�LW·V�
VR�EORRG\�KRUULEOH"·

¶:HOO�·�VDLG�5RVDQQD��+HU�QLFNQDPH�ZDV�WKH�0RXVH��
1HZV�HGLWRUV�LQ�WKH�SDVW�KDG�RIWHQ�H[SUHVVHG�VLPLODU�GRXEWV�
DERXW�KHU�GHGLFDWLRQ�

%XW�7KHD�ZDV�ODXJKLQJ�HDVLO\��+HU�YRLFH�ZDV�ZDUP�DQG�
IULHQGO\�

¶'RQ·W�PLQG�PH�·�VKH�VDLG��¶,�JHW�IUXVWUDWHG�VRPHWLPHV��
DQG�,�GRQ·W�OLYH�KHUH�DW�DOO��0\�0XP�DQG�'DG��WKH�)R[WRQV��
GR��DQG�P\�$XQWLH�(YD��%\�ORFDO�VWDQGDUGV�WKH\·UH�ROG�
PRQH\��ODQGHG�JHQWU\��DQG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKHLU�QHZ�QHLJK�
ERXUV�GRQ·W�DFWXDOO\�GR�PXFK�QHLJKERXULQJ�VXLWV�WKHP�
GRZQ�WR�WKH�JURXQG��7KH\·UH�ROG��7KH\·UH�QRW�FRPSOHWHO\�
ÀW��7KH\�VRUW�RI�FUXLVH�DURXQG�DQG�ZDLW�IRU�PH�WR�JLYH�WKHP�
JUDQGNLGV�·

5RVDQQD��LQ�WKH�ÁDW�LQ�*ODVJRZ��IHOW�GLVFRQQHFWHG�
IURP�UHDOLW\�LQ�D�IXQQ\�NLQG�RI�ZD\��6KH�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�WKLV�
ZRPDQ��6KH�ZDV�KRSLQJ�WR�WXUQ�KHU�LQWR�D�IHDWXUH��DQG�VRPH�
FDVK��6KH�ZDV�EHLQJ�WUHDWHG�OLNH�DQ�ROG�IULHQG��RQH�RI�WKH�
JLUOV��VRPHRQH�WR�JR�DQG�KDYH�D�FRFNWDLO�ZLWK�

&RFNWDLO��0D\EH�QRW��7KH�0RXVH�ZDV�QRW�WRR�ZHOO�XS�RQ�
ZKDW�WKH�PRQH\HG�FODVVHV�GUDQN��%XW�WKLV�RQH�VRXQGHG�OLNH�
D�ORW�RI�IXQ��3HUKDSV�VKH·G�JHW�WR�ÀQG�RXW�SUHWW\�VRRQ�

¶2K�·�VKH�VDLG��¶*UDQGNLGV��$QG�LV�LW�JRLQJ�WR�KDSSHQ"·
7KHD·V�SKRQH�EHJDQ�WR�EOHHS��/RZ�EDWWHU\�
¶,·YH�JRW�WR�JR�·�VKH�VDLG��6KH�JDYH�D�VXGGHQ�FKXFNOH��

ZHLUG�DQG�XQH[SHFWHG��¶,�FDQ·W�WHOO�\RX�all�P\�VHFUHWV��FDQ�
,"�:H·YH�QHYHU�HYHQ�PHW�·

¶2K��SOHDVH�·�5RVDQQD�VDLG��¶&DQ�,�ULQJ�\RX�ODWHU��
PD\EH"�$UH�\RX�QHDU�D�ODQGOLQH"�,�ZRQ·W�JLYH�DQ\ERG\�HOVH�
WKH�QXPEHU��WUXVW�PH�·

7KHD�ODXJKHG�DJDLQ�
¶1R�,·P�QRW��XQIRUWXQDWHO\��,·P�RQ�WKH�VHD�VKRUH��,�WHOO�

\RX�ZKDW��ZKHUH�DUH�\RX�QRZ"�,Q�6FRWODQG"�:KHQ�DUH�\RX�



GRZQ�KHUH"�:K\�GRQ·W�ZH�PHHW�IRU�D�SUHOLPLQDU\�FKDW"�
7RPRUURZ"�,V�WKDW�WRR�HDUO\"·

7KH�SKRQH�ZDV�EOHHSLQJ�KDUGHU��7KH�EDWWHU\�ZDV�NQDFN�
HUHG��7KHD�VKRXOG�KDYH�UHSODFHG�LW�ZHHNV�DJR�

¶,�FDQ�GR�:HGQHVGD\�·�VDLG�WKH�0RXVH��¶,V�WKDW�DOO�ULJKW"�
,«RK��VKH·V�JRQH��2K�VKLW�·

%RWK�ZRPHQ��IRXU�KXQGUHG�PLOHV�DSDUW��IHOW�VWUDQJHO\�
EHUHIW��7KHD�FKXFNHG�WKH�SKRQH�WKURXJK�WKH�FDU�ZLQGRZ�RQ�
WR�WKH�VHDW�

¶,·OO�ULQJ�\RX�EDFN�·�VKH�WROG�WKH�JOHDPLQJ�PXGÁDWV��
¶'RQ·W�ZRUU\��5RVDQQD�1L[RQ��,·P�JRLQJ�WR�ULQJ�\RX�EDFN��
2K�FUDS��,�VKRXOG·YH�JRW�DQRWKHU�EDWWHU\��%XJJHUDWLRQ�·



TWO

Stoke Newington. Andrew, Rosanna

Forbes’s house looked just the same. The street was clut-
tered, dirty, crowded out with cars and tired mothers. She 
studied the cars quite carefully as she stood at the top of 
the steps outside his door. No battered Porsche, down on 
RQH�ÁDW�W\UH��1R�FUDS�ROG�/DGD��HLWKHU��ZLWK�RU�ZLWKRXW�LWV�
cargoload of scum. Scum, she thought, and smiled. Govern-
ment scum, secret service men, upholders of the country’s 
peace.

How cynical you made me, Andrew. How cynical in 
such a ridiculously short time.

She banged the door again, and rang the bell, and 
banged and banged some more. It was early afternoon. He 
would probably be asleep. Rotting in his pit, she thought, 
bitterly. Then had a vision of his tired, tousled head peeping 
out from underneath the duvet.

Christ, that hurt. That tired, tousled head, that beer and 
whisky hangover. Oh fuck, she thought. I miss you, An-
drew. I fucking love you, you nasty, dirty, useless bastard.

She tore herself away, turned on her heel, forced herself 
towards the pavement again. She was going. She’d been 
PDG��6KH�FRXOG�ÀQG�RXW�DOO�VKH�QHHGHG�IURP�RWKHU�SHRSOH��
She’d been lying to herself.



And there he was, inevitably. A hundred metres down 
the road, shirt open, no tie round his neck. From the general 
GLUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�3ULQFHVV�/RXLVH"�<HV��KH·G�SUREDEO\�IRUJRW-
WHQ�DOO�DERXW�KLV�SOHGJH��:K\�QRW"

It was too late to get away now, because Andrew Forbes 
had seen her. Eyes like a shithouse rat, in the parlance of his 
trade. His face was pale, and he did not smile. But he put 
his hand into his trouser pocket and produced a bunch of 
keys, and waved them.

¶0LVV�0RXVH�·�KH�VDLG��¶7R�ZKDW�GR�,�RZH�WKH�KRQRXU"�,�
rather hoped you couldn’t keep away.’

‘Don’t think I’m going to sleep with you, you bastard,’ 
she said. ‘I’m not. In fact I’m going. It was a mistake. 
Another mistake. How do you make me do it, you—’

¶7ZDW"·�VDLG�$QGUHZ�)RUEHV��DOWKRXJK�WKDW�ZRXOG�QRW�
KDYH�EHHQ�KHU�ZRUG��¶&KULVW��5RVDQQD��,·P�QRW�ÀQLVKLQJ�
\RXU�OLQHV�IRU�\RX�DV�ZHOO��<RX·YH�EHHQ�VFULPSLQJ�RQ�
rehearsals. If you want to make an exit, get it right.’

 As he walked past her he tried to peck her on the cheek, 
and Rosanna, hopelessly, resisted.

‘I’ll come in for a cup of tea,’ she said. ‘Nothing more.’
¶,�KRSH�\RX·YH�EURXJKW�\RXU�0DULJROGV��<RX�GRQ·W�ZDQW�

D�GLUW\�FXS��GR�\RX"·
‘Mug,’ she said. She gave a rather bitter little laugh, but 

she was beaten and she knew it. ‘Why not just call me a 
PXJ�DV�ZHOO��DQG�GRQH�ZLWK�LW"�:K\�FKDQJH�WKH�KDELWV�RI�D�
OLIHWLPH"·

Andrew opened the door and the old familiar smell 
DVVDLOHG�KHU�QRVWULOV��$�WLUHG�/RQGRQ�VPHOO��%DFKHORU�SDG�
without a woman’s touch.

No one was changing the habits of a lifetime.



Eastleigh. Joe Benson, Mac

‘Because I said, that’s why,’ said Joe. ‘If you don’t like it, 
Mac, you can go and fuck yourself. Kiss your arse to this 
job, you kiss your arse to thirty grand. Forty maybe, maybe 
PRUH��7KH�FKRLFH�LV�\RXUV��RND\"·

Mac Skirton was hung over. Mac was always hung 
over, unless he was already drunk, he only had two settings, 
UHDOO\��+H�ZDV�ÀYH�IRRW�IRXU��DV�WRXJK�DV�DUVHKROHV��VWURQJHU�
than an ox, and he only lived for drink.

‘I just don’t see it, that’s what I don’t see,’ he said. 
¶:K\�D�QHZ�PDQ"�:K\�D�GULYHU��,·P�WKH�GULYHU��,�DOZD\V�
have been. And if we’re talking thirty grand, it’d be sixty if 
,�ZDVQ·W�VSOLWWLQJ��ZRXOGQ·W�LW"�:KHUH�GLG�\RX�EORRG\�ÀQG�
KLP��DQ\ZD\"·

‘Where I found him you don’t need to know. For 
Christ’s sake, Mackie, you should be over the fucking 
PRRQ��<RX�OLNH�D�GULQN��GRQ·W�\RX"�:HOO�WKLV�JX\�GRQ·W��+H�
likes to drive. That’s where he gets his kicks. He don’t even 
like screwing big fat women.’

Psychology that, Joe thought, comfortably. Apart from 
drink there was nothing in the world for Mac except fat 
girls. The very mention of it would bring out a smile on 
him.

,Q�IDFW�LW�GLG��0DF�ÀQLVKHG�RII�KLV�SLQW��DQG�ZLSHG�KLV�
mouth, and stuck his empty glass out for more.

¶<RX·UH�D�WZDW�·�KH�VDLG��¶,�FDQ�GR�WKH�GULYLQJ��,I�,·P�ORV-
ing thirty grand I want another pint. Anyway, that’s another 
thing. The job’s only just near Chichester. What’s all this 
EROORFNV�DERXW�JRLQJ�DOO�URXQG�%LUPLQJKDP"�,V�WKLV�\RXU�
QHZ�PDQ·V�FUDS�LGHD"�'RHV�KH�OLNH�EHLQJ�GURYH�WKDW�PXFK"·

Benson did not answer. He went to the bar and got a 
supplementary pint for Mac. It had not been the new man’s 
idea, it had been his. In fact, the new man had been inclined 



WR�DUJXH��-RH·V�ÀUVW�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VKRZ�ZKR�ZDV�WKH�ERVV��
He smiled as he thought about how hard he’d cracked him 
down.

Mackie’s was a pint of Stella. Wife beater as he called it, 
happily. As Joe slid it across he returned to the job in hand.

‘This bollocks, as you call it, is what’ll make this job 
work, and don’t you forget it when it happens, mate,’ he 
said. ‘We’re only half an hour away from Chichester out 
KHUH��DQG�,·P�NQRZQ�WKHUH��,�XVHG�WR�ZRUN�WKHUH��GLQ·W�,"�
And on the motorways they got ANPR. Automatic Number 
3ODWH�5HFRJQLWLRQ��<RX�HYHU�KHDUG�RI�WKDW"·

Skirton did not bother to reply. He made a movement 
with his right hand, a ‘wanker’ movement. Benson was 
always full of theories, and this one was that if they went a 
long way to the target, passed some ANPR cameras, then 
returned on roads that didn’t have them, no one could ever 
place them near the site. He’d heard it before, and quite 
honestly could not be arsed to argue. Benson was a big-
head, maybe, something of a twat. But he got the jobs and 
thought them through and always divvied up the takings. 
Good enough for Mac.

‘Rich bastards’ house,’ he said. ‘They’ll have CCTV up 
every bleeding tree. So they’ll have the numbers anyway, 
ZRQ·W�WKH\"·

This made Joe Benson laugh. This is where insider 
knowledge played its part. Homework.

‘I’ve told you that a million fucking times,’ he said. 
‘They’re rich bastards and they’re in a different world, 
WKH\·UH�OXQDWLFV��/LIH·V�WRR�VKRUW�WR�ERWKHU��LQQLW"�$Q\ZD\��
they’ve got a good alarm system.  Muppets.’

He was tempted to egg the pudding. To claim he’d 
disabled all the cameras, cut the alarm feeds, that sort of 
stuff. But he hadn’t. Given the bit of basic knowledge that 
he had, the Foxtons were already sitting ducks.



0DF��LQ�DQ\�FDVH��KDG�ÀQLVKHG�WKH�VXSSOHPHQWDU\�SLQW��,W�
can’t have even touched the sides. He belched, and held his 
glass out, made a joke.

¶/LIH·V�WRR�VKRUW�·�KH�VDLG��¶:HOO��WKDW·V�D�GUHDP�ZH�FDQ�
PDNH�FRPH�WUXH�IRU�·HP��FDQ·W�ZH"�0LQH·V�D�SLQW��E\�WKH�
way. Chop chop.’

Stoke Newington 

Over breakfast, Andrew and the Mouse discussed the 
future. He did not claim, nor did she openly acknowledge, 
that he had got the Tribune job for her, but it made both 
of them feel easier. The break-up had hit them hard, and 
neither of them had been sure how much they could salvage 
from the wreckage.

He was in black denims at the kitchen table, with his 
belly out of his open shirt. Rosanna, although her big old 
dressing gown still lived on his bedroom door, had fully 
dressed before she had emerged. He had offered her the 
sofa for the night, she had accepted it. Neither of them had 
even hinted that maybe they should experiment in non-
sexual sharing. They weren’t born yesterday.

¶6R�ZKDW·V�WKH�SODQ��WKHQ"�:K\�KDYH�\RX�MRLQHG�PH�LQ�
WKH�+RXVH�RI�)RUEHV"�,·P�VXUH�\RX�GLGQ·W�GR�LW�MXVW�WR�UXE�
my nose in it.’

She laughed. She had come downstairs long before 
Andrew and she had cleaned up the kitchen, done the wash-
ing up. Just like old times. There were clean mugs to drink 
out of, clean plates for the toast. No bread though. No butter 
either, nor any jam or marmalade. She’d drawn the line at 
going to the shops.



‘Good job we’re both instant coffee men,’ Andrew had 
VDLG��¶<RX·UH�ORRNLQJ�VPDUW�HQRXJK�WR�GULQN�(DUO�*UH\��,�
KDYHQ·W�JRW�DQ\��QDWXUDOO\��EXW�,·P�ÁDWWHUHG�·

‘Don’t be, it’s not for you. I’ve got to see a woman to 
set up a big interview. She’s multo posh, and multo power-
ful. If you taught me anything, it was not to dress like you. 
<RX·G�VKDPH�D�*RUEDOV�VFDYYLH�·

¶,QWHUYLHZ"�:KDW��IRU�&KDUOLH�:LQWHUV"�,�WKRXJKW�KH�ZDV�
setting you off on news again. Shoo in.’

‘No, not for the Tribune. I’m meeting him tomorrow. 
This is freelance, as allowed for in my contract. Main 
reason that I took the job.’

They both smiled. Main reason she’d taken the job was 
because Andrew had pulled some strings for her. Jobs in 
journalism that paid more than peanuts were like hen’s teeth 
these days. The good times no longer rolled. Boom Britain 
was a memory away. Boom Britain was a basket case.

‘Good work,’ he said. He drank some instant coffee. No 
milk. He hadn’t got that far in domesticity. The milk she’d 
found in the fridge had been solid in the bottle. A white and 
\HOORZ�EULFN��¶:KR�LV�LW"�:KR·V�LW�IRU"·

‘Woman called Thea Hayter. She’s—’
¶5LFK�ELWFK�DQG�DOO�URXQG�JHQLXV��<HDK��,�NQRZ�·
‘Well she might be rich, but she doesn’t sound much 

like a bitch,’ said Rosanna. She shook her head in disap-
proval at his attitude. ‘Godsake, Andrew!’

‘Godsake yourself.’ He laughed. His face crinkled, and 
Rosanna felt it in her stomach. Their eyes met. They both 
felt it. It was painful, this.

‘Okay, so it’s going in the Sunday Times, I hope. 
Someone might even offer more. It’s not her fault if she’s 
brilliant.’

‘Helps that her old dad made a pile, though. Best 
schools, best travel ops, best everything. If I’d had Thea’s 
chances I could probably carry off a suit.’



¶%XW�VKH�KDG�WKDW�KLGGHQ�H[WUD��7DOHQW��/HW·V�\RX�RXW�,·P�
afraid, old lad.’

They were still smiling. The break-up had been mutual, 
with all the hidden horror that conveys. And they were still 
smiling.

‘Mobile phone app design, computer programmes, then 
EORRG\�NQLWWLQJ��ZDVQ·W�LW"�7KH�SRRU�PDQ·V�.DIIH�)DVVHWW��,I�
that’s how you pronounce her name.’

‘His name. Kaffe Fassett. Bloke.’
¶:HOO��7KUHH�ÀHOGV�RI�KXPDQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�\RX�FDQ�

count me out of. She’s a rich bitch, whichever way you 
look at it. And the best of luck to her. She lives down on the 
FRDVW��WKRXJK��/RQJ�ZD\�WR�JR�MXVW�IRU�D�SUHOLP��$UH�\RX�
GULYLQJ�LW"·

How did he know about Thea Hayter, Rosanna won-
dered. Or where she lived. But at least he’d got that wrong.

‘She lives in Highgate with her husband, actually. Not 
IDU�IURP�\RX��'RHV�WKDW�PDNH�\RX�D�ULFK�EDVWDUG��WKHQ"·

¶$�6FRWWLVK�WKLQJ��LV�LW"�,I�\RX�WKLQN�WKLV�VWUHHW�DQG�
Highgate have got anything in common, you need some 
lessons in geography. I thought she still lived in Sussex. Old 
Man Foxton and his brood. Fatcats’ Riviera.’

‘The Bonus Boys,’ said Rosanna. 
His expression was blank.
¶+D��6R�\RX�GRQ·W�HYHU\WKLQJ��GR�\RX"·�VKH�FURZHG��

‘That’s what they call them. They pick up their city bonus-
es, buy these enormous houses, and go mad with boredom 
ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�PXG��%DFN�WR�/RQGRQ�DQG�WKH�EULJKW�OLJKWV�·

‘Where there’s more to go to bed with than the odd 
good-looking sheep. The Bonus Boys. I like it. Pity you’re 
QRW�JRLQJ�GRZQ�WKHUH��WKRXJK��<RX·G·YH�HQMR\HG�LW�·

Rosanna laughed again. She had not expected to be 
laughing quite so much.

‘This conversation’s going round and round in circles. I 
am going down there. This afternoon. Train and taxi. Thea’s 



down there for a few days with the family for some sort of 
surprise beano, and she’s agreed to let me pop in to map 
things out. Charlie is tomorrow, like I said.’

¶$OO�ULJKW��WKHQ��6R�ZKDW�DERXW�DQ�DIWHUQRRQ�ZLWK�PH"�
<RX�GRQ·W�ZDQW�WR�PHVV�DERXW�ZLWK�WUDLQV��LW·V�D�MXQJOH�GRZQ�
there for a city girl. I’ll drive you. Show you the sights. An 
afternoon in Christie Country. Put roses in your cheeks.’

¶$QGUHZ��ZKDW�DUH�\RX�RQ�DERXW"�&KULVWLH�&RXQWU\"�
:KDW�WKH�KHOO�LV�WKDW"·

‘It’d be the perfect setting for old Agatha to let Miss 
Marple loose in. Not Poirot, they don’t like foreigners down 
WKHUH��&UHHNV��EDFNZDWHUV��WUHHV��ÀHOGV��LVRODWHG�KRXVHV��KDOI�
the population gaga with old age, the other half just Sussex 
natives. It’s like Midsomer Murders without the crime.’

¶<RX·UH�WKH�JDJD�RQH��,·YH�UDUHO\�PHW�DQ\RQH�DV�VDQH�DV�
Thea Hayter sounds. And if I do go with you, you don’t get 
WR�VHH�KHU��ULJKW"·

He covered his face with his hands in mock despair.
‘My reputation as a seducer of young women has gone 

EHIRUH�PH��KDV�LW"·
She shook her head.
‘Purely professional reasons,’ she said. ‘I wouldn’t trust 

you near a lucrative interviewee for a thousand dollars. And 
anyway, a little bird tells me she’s already pregnant, hence 
the celebration, maybe. So she’s not your type at all.’

She stopped, and shook her head.
‘No, that’s baloney that bit, that’s just a stupit guess, 

forget I said it. But if you’re serious, okay. I’d love a coun-
try drive. Excellent.’

‘I hope you’ve got a car, then. I haven’t.’
She almost spat. He was grinning from ear to ear.
¶<RX·UH�LQ�WKH�PRQH\�QRZ��JLUO��<RX·UH�D�UHSRUWHU�DJDLQ��

I’m surprised at you.’
‘I’ll hire one,’ she said. ‘But I do think you’re a bastard, 

$QGUHZ��<RX�KDYHQ·W�FKDQJHG�D�ELW�·



‘I have,’ he said. ‘My life’s not so cluttered now. I’ve 
got rid of lots of pretty, useless things. Not you, Miss 
0RXVH��,�PHDQW�WKH�3RUVFKH��DFWXDOO\��<RX�PD\�KDYH�QR-
ticed it wasn’t outside in the gutter. I use the cash to hire, 
these days. Safer that way, in my line of business.’

¶$UH�WKH\�VWLOO�DIWHU�\RX"�&KULVW��$QGUHZ��,�ZLVK�\RX·G�
JLYH�LW�XS�·�6KH�FORFNHG�KLV�IDFH��¶2U�NHHS�D�ORZHU�SURÀOH��
anyway.’

He grunted.
‘De Sallis hasn’t given up Stateside, either. But I hire 

wheels when I need them, and I walk a lot, as well. Hadn’t 
\RX�QRWLFHG�P\�QHZO\�VOLPOLQH�ÀJXUH"·

‘I’m going out to get some milk and eggs,’ said Rosan-
na. ‘Why don’t you have a bath and shave and change your 
FORWKHV"�<RX·UH�QRW�PHHWLQJ�0V�+D\WHU��EXW�,�PLJKW�VWLOO�EH�
seen with you somewhere. I’ve got a reputation to build up 
DJDLQ��UHPHPEHU"·

She stood up. Forbes did not reply.
‘I won’t be very long, though. How long will it take us 

WR�JHW�WKHUH"�$QG�GRQ·W�IRUJHW�WR�KLUH�D�FDU��$�SURSHU�RQH�·
¶<HV��0LVV�1L[RQ��1R��0LVV�1L[RQ��7KUHH�EDJV�IXOO��

Miss Nixon.’
She turned to go.
‘Ms Nixon, you unrestructured chauvinist,’ she said. 

‘And just don’t you forget it.’

Eastleigh. Joe Benson, Karen

After his session at the Farrars Arms, Joe Benson went 
KRPH�DQG�EHDW�XS�.DUHQ�DW�WKHLU�KRPH�LQ�.LWLQJ�/DQH��,W�
started as sex, but she had come in straight from work, and 



she was tired and resistant. He called her an idle twat who 
didn’t understand his ‘manly urges,’ and when she laughed 
at these ridiculous words, which she thought meant he was 
joking, he smacked her in the mouth.

Karen screamed, but not too loudly, because the walls in 
her semi were pretty thin, and fell over on the bed. She had 
JRQH�XSVWDLUV�WR�FKDQJH�RXW�RI�KHU�RIÀFH�FORWKHV��DQG�-RH�
had followed her, which was where the trouble had started. 
She had removed her jumper, and he’d grabbed a breast 
and tried to stick his tongue right in her mouth. When she’d 
pulled away her bra had torn right off, and Joe had got a 
monster hard on.

¶<RX·G·YH�WKRXJKW�E\�QRZ�VKH�ZRXOG·YH�KDG�PRUH�
sense,’ he told Mac Skirton later. ‘Fucking hell, I was only 
after me rights, and she’s got a lovely pair of tits, you must 
admit.’

Too small, thought Mac in all probability, but he said 
nothing. Even small-breasted women could be tasty in some 
circumstances, and Karen had a lovely smile. Not that she 
smiled at him much. She thought he was an evil little toad.

It wasn’t much, as beatings went, and Joe was quite 
aggrieved at the stupid way she went on and on. She was 
bleeding from a torn lip, fair enough, but he hadn’t blacked 
her eye or anything. He ripped her skirt up, tore her pants to 
one side, and had to practically break his dick in half to free 
it from his jeans it was so near to going off. Before he’d 
hardly got it in he was pumping, and he smacked her face a 
time or two to stop her wailing like a stupid kid who’d lost 
her dolly.

Afterwards she would not shut up. She was crying as if 
she’d ruptured a lung or something, short, heaving, grunty 
sobs that he’d have actually found funny if they hadn’t been 
so loud. He smacked her, hard, to shut the row up, then held 
a pillow on her face and pointed out in no uncertain terms 
the neighbours might be home.
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said. ‘Miss Goody Two Shoes. So shut up your fucking, 
whining gob!’

It occurred to him he ought to stop before he lost his 
temper. If that happened, he might accidentally kill her.

So he went out for another drink. Mac was still up for 
it, despite he’d left the Farrars nearly on his hands and 
knees, so by the time Joe got back home he was completely 
legless.

Karen wasn’t there, nor was her little blue Fiesta. Back 
at her bloody mum’s again, he guessed.

The sulky little twat.


